
 
 
 

 

EXPORT, TRANSSHIPMENT AND TRANSIT OF HIGH-PERFORMANCE AI CHIPS OF US ORIGIN 

NOW SUBJECT TO A STRATEGIC TRADE PERMIT 

 

 

The Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry (MITI) would like to announce that, effective 

immediately, all exports, tranships and transits of high-performance AI chips of US origin 

are subject to a Strategic Trade Permit. These powers are provided for under Section 12 of 

the Strategic Trade Act 2010 (STA 2010), a Catch-All Control provision which requires 

individuals or companies to notify the relevant authority at least 30 days before exporting, 

transhipping, or bringing in transit any item not expressly listed in the Strategic Items List 

(SIL), if the individual or company knows or have reasonable grounds to suspect the item will 

be misused, or used for a restricted activity.  

 

This initiative serves to close regulatory gaps while Malaysia undertakes further review on 

the inclusion of high-performance AI chips of US origin into the SIL of the STA 2010. Malaysia 

stands firm against any attempt to circumvent export controls or engage in illicit trade 

activities by any individual or company, who will face strict legal action if found violating the 

STA 2010 or related laws.  

 

While Malaysia supports investments and trade aligned with international best practices as 

well as with multilaterally agreed commitments, all entities operating in the country are 

expected to comply with relevant international obligations that are applicable to their 

operations to avoid any secondary sanctions on their businesses. MITI remains committed to 

preserving a safe, secure, transparent, and rules-based trading environment with all its trade 

partners, and will not tolerate the misuse of Malaysia’s jurisdiction for illicit trading activities. 

 

Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry  
14 July 2025 
 

About MITI: MITI is the primary driver in positioning Malaysia as a preferred destination for quality 

investments and enhancing the nation’s global trade competitiveness. Its objectives and roles are geared 

towards ensuring robust economic development and helping Malaysia achieve its goal of becoming a 

high-income and developed nation. 

 
 


